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Embracing Change 
I have heard it said that “the one     
constant in God is change”.  While 
God remains the same, we who live in 
Him are constantly, through growth, 
forced to go through change or       
transition. 
In a literary sense, a transition is the 
phrase that connects the past communi-
cation or paragraph with the future 
thought.  This is so important to under-
stand as we move forward.  We must 
seek the Lord for His revelation during 
times of transition.  When He commu-
nicates to us, we can bridge the past 
season with the new.  This causes a 
great treasure to arise.  Without the 
communication being distinct during 
transitions, we lose the strength and 
wisdom of our past victories. 

Keys for Times of Transition 
Charles Stock said at a recent leader-
ship meeting that we can “shine” the 
brightest when it is the darkest.  He 
emphasized four basic keys to help us 
grow through our seasons of transition: 
1. God knows what He is doing! 
2. Our scars can be changed into 

trophies of His grace. 
3. Every battle we survive is a 

graduation to new realms of    
authority. 

4. Grace works through time  - and 
time is on our side! 

In my family and ministry’s time of 
great personal loss and tragedy, there 
are a few basic things I will never let 
go of.  Yes, God is good all the time, 
and all things work together for good.  
Period!  Sometimes my lack of under-
standing screams at me, but in those 
very moments I must yield my > > 

right to understand and push the button 
called “Trust”! 
There is a process that takes place in a 
time of change.  Part of that transition 
includes: 

* A fresh level of revelation is      
released. 

* Your present vision is adjusted. 

* New vision is released and estab-
lished. 

* A mantle of restoration is placed 
upon you. You are healed and 
made whole from the past. 

* A new identity is developed 
within you. 

* New strategy is revealed to you. 

* You see the fullness of your      
inheritance before you.  

* You have the strength to over-
throw your enemies. 

* You secure your inheritance. 
Let us embrace these growth require-
ments, knowing that God is always 
leading us to the best. 
                                   Yours in Christ, 
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Lord, as I go about my duties today, be 
with me and protect me. Let me feel the 
comfort of Your presence and be my 
strength and my shield as I go into 
harm’s way. Protect all those with 
whom I serve, and let us not harm 
anyone innocent. Help us to protect 
those we have sworn to serve . . . 
This prayer was written by Barbara 
Lewandowski, a member of the 
Presidential Prayer Team.  Her prayer 
was contributed to the U.S. Military 
Pocket Prayer Book to be prayed 
verbatim by the men and women of our 
Armed Forces.  Those prayer books are 
available through the Presidential 
P rayer  Team webs i t e :  www.
PrayerTeam@Presidential-Prayer-Team.org 
should you wish to purchase one for 
someone in the armed forces. 
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REUBEN   
OTTENWALDER AT AL 

THIS WEDNESDAY 

Reuben Ottenwalder from the D. R.  
will be at Abundant Life Church of 
Erie on Wednesday, September 23 at 
7 pm.  This meeting is so important that 
there will be no church at Grace that 
night.  We are joining Reuben and our     
Abundant Life family at 2247 East 19th 
Street in Erie, PA. 
Reuben is the ex-Franciscan monk 
Apostle John told us about who now 
acts simply as Jesus in the most desper-
ate third-world circumstances that our 
pastor has ever seen.  Apostle John has 
seen a lot, so come prepared to be 
blessed, perhaps shed a few tears as 
Reuben ministers, and be a blessing.  



They came and imparted the message 
of hope, reminding us that with God 
all things are possible.  They chal-
lenged us to new levels in Him and 
gave words of life that brought deliv-
erance and hope. Danette ministered 
in the dance, which always touches 
the hearts of all that are present.  
 During this same time, the seeds that 
were sown through the business  
seminar began to produce fruit as Dr. 
Cervantes opened his office in Hato 
Mayor.  The office bears the name 
Emanuel, the same name as the 
church which is just a few doors 
down.  How awesome to see what 
God has done!  A seed was taken and 
sown and is now producing fruit!  Dr. 
Cervantes’ heart is for the people, and 
we know he will be a blessing to the 
community that he serves. 
  Our youth also put on their first   
reggaton concert to raise money for 
their music studio.  I (Cheryl) have to 
admit I was not sure people would pay 
to see a group of local kids perform, 
but I was glad I was wrong.  The   
concert was a great success, and I was 
extremely proud of them.  We are 
blessed to have a group of youth with 
a passion for the Lord and the desire 
to accomplish the dreams that He has 
put inside of them. 
 

June 
  We celebrated the end of another 
successful school year with our school 
program and graduation.  There were 
75 children that graduated this year 
and participated in the program.     
Parents love to see their kids perform, 
even if they just stand up in front of 
the crowd.  We like to use the        
program to celebrate and recognize 
the children, but also to glorify the 
name of Jesus.  It is a lot of work, but      
always worth it.  This year I was     
especially happy because Zamar, our 
4-year-old son, overcame his fear of 
playing the drums in front of people.   
   In June, we also celebrated the  
wedding of our dear Kenia Mora.  
Kenia, who many of you know and 
love, is one of (continued on page 3)  

Hola Queridos Amigos! 
  We pray that all is well with you and 
your family.  We know that it has been 
awhile since we have been in commu-
nication, and we apologize for that.  
We feel that it is necessary to “catch 
you up” on what has gone on in the 
past few months.  We have experi-
enced great victories, great sadness and 
great joy, and through it all, we have 
seen the faithfulness of God.  So, 
please sit back, fasten your seat belts 
and enjoy the ride. 
 

March 
  In March we received a tremendous 
blessing from the United States.  A 
team of four men of God came and 
sowed seed in this nation and the    
people of this nation.  Aaron Collins 
and Courtney Brown took the people to 
a new level through their business 
seminar.  They gave the necessary 
tools to begin a business and change 
the face of a poverty-stricken nation. 
They gave into the visions of Dr. 
Cervantes whose dream was to open an 
office in Hato Mayor, a place where 
there has never been a doctor’s office.  
They also sowed into the dreams of a 
man that wanted to expand his produce 
business and into the dreams of the 
youth that have been praying for a   
music studio.  Not only did they sow 
into these dreams but they also sowed 
seeds of love, hope and pure joy all 
over Baitoa and the surrounding area.  
They came ready to give and they gave 
and gave. The high school students         
received them with open arms as they 
ministered to a group of seniors in the 
public high.  Many were blessed by 
what they gave, but more were blessed 
by the love of God that poured out of 
them.   
 

April 
  We faced a great tragedy at the begin-
ning of April.  Adel Baez, the youngest 
member of our congregation, went 
home to be with Lord.  He was only 
three months old.  This was the first 
time that we had experienced a death 
so close to home.  It was very difficult. 

His mother, Heimy, is not only a sister 
in the Lord, but also a good friend.  To 
watch a mother suffer and cry out from 
the very depths of her being was at 
times almost too overwhelming to 
watch.  There were no words that could 
console her, but the peace of God that 
passes all understanding . . .After a time 
of prayer, the peace of God came in like 
a flood, and His presence was there.   
She said from that moment on, although 
her heart ached with pain, there was 
something so sweet that she could feel.   
The next day when I went to visit her, I 
expected to find her in bed, but she was 
sitting outside with neighbors full of the 
peace of God and telling others of His 
goodness.  It has not been easy for her, 
but what the enemy had intended to   
destroy her with was the very thing that 
drew her closer (to God).  She is a testi-
mony to all who know her.  We have all 
seen her overcome and walk in a joy 
that is inexplicable.  Many stop and ask 
her how she went through all that she 
has gone through and still continues.  
She uses those moments to testify of the 
greatness and faithfulness of our God. 
 

May 
  A group of six women from our church 
were greatly blessed by a 3-day 
women’s retreat that was held in Puerto 
Plata, Dominican Republic.  These 
women, many of which live in extreme 
poverty, were given the royal treatment 
at the resort where the conference was 
held.  This was thanks to many of you 
who sponsored some of the women.  
This was a great blessing, but the great-
est was the word that Pastor Barbara 
Burkholder, from Buffalo, NY, brought 
forth. It was a life-changing message.  
There were over 500 women at the   
conference, and all of us left with seeds 
ready to be sown and birthed into this 
great nation and the nations of this 
world. 
 

  We were also blessed with another 
wonderful team from the United States.  
This team consisted of some of my fa-
vorite people: Pastor John Bowers,   
Pastor Kevin Nelson, Duane Lynch and 
Danette Nelson (all from Erie, PA).  
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whether you are come to 

the leaders of the praise and worship 
team.  She has 3 boys, Luichy (14), José 
Alberto (11) and Alberto José (11).  She 
married the  father of the twins on June 
21st.  Her husband, Roberto, had        
accepted the Lord and wanted to restore 
his family.  How great is our God!  He 
makes all things new and restores the 
desolate places.  This is a great          
testimony for our community.   
I see that the Lord is moving in the 
families.  We have more couples than 
we have ever had.  He is restoring the 
family. 
 

July 
We just finished a two-week intensive 
program for the youth, “Speak to the 
Nations” (“Declara a las Naciones”).  
What an amazing experience!  There 
were 26 youth from Baitoa and Hato 
Mayor that participated in the program.   
The program was designed to thrust the 
youth to a new level and a new desire 
for the things of God. The program 
strengthened them spiritually and gave 
them tools to overcome.  Please keep 
the youth in your prayers.   
 

Muchas Gracias 
We love you all and thank you for your 
faithfulness.  There are not words to  
express our appreciation.  Blessings to 
you and your family.   
The Perez Family 
Cherilyn, Leo and Zamar Perez 
 

Please check out our blog at http://
baitoa-theperezfamily.blogspot.com/ 

� �!	!���									
��"�����#	��$
	�
��	
����	��%	�	���&%	


$
�	��	�
	���	���	
���
	��	!��'(		

�

�����	���������
������
�	������������
����
�
 ��

Then we join        

�
���
��
�	����	��
	
���������	�
������	

(continued from page 2) 

If my people, who are called by 
my name, will humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face and 

turn from their wicked ways, then 
will I hear from heaven and will 
forgive their sin and will heal 
their land. (2 Chronicles 7:14) 

The previous newsletter and the picture 
above came from our missionary friends 
in the Dominican Republic. 
They are doing a powerful work there In 
Baitoa in the mountains.  Please keep 
them in your prayers 
There is always a need for communica-
tion, prayers and  financial support for 
missionaries.  As missionaries, the   
Bowers family found notes of encour-
agement so important if even to let us  
know we had not been forgotten. 
If you desire, you can mail letters and 
prayers to the Perez family personally at: 

Cherilyn, Leo and/or Zamar Perez 
100 Airport Avenue 
Venice  FL  34285 

It costs you only a regular stamp because 
it’s in the USA and then flown over. 
You can also send financial support to: 

Good News International 
P. O. 1219 

 Erie, PA  16512 
All financial gifts should be sent by 
check or money order and designated to 
the Perez family.  Thank you and may 
God continue to bless you! 

People are often unreasonable,          
irrational, and self-centered.  Forgive 
them anyway. 
If you are kind, people may accuse you 
of selfish, ulterior motives.  Be kind 
anyway. 
If you are successful, you will win 
some unfaithful friends and some 
genuine enemies.  Succeed anyway. 
If you are honest and sincere, people 
may deceive you.  Be honest and     
sincere anyway. 
What you spend years creating, others 
could destroy overnight.  Create     
anyway. 
If you find serenity and happiness, 
some may be jealous.  Be happy     
anyway. 
The good you do today, will often be 
forgotten.  Do good anyway. 
Give the best you have, and it will 
never be enough.  Give your best    
anyway. 
In the final analysis, it is between you 
and God.  It was never between you 
and them anyway. 
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ANYWAY  
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Grace To You! newsletter 
Grace Fellowship Int’l Church 
123 West 10th Street 
P.O. Box 1219 
Erie  Pennsylvania  16512-1219 
(814) 459-GRACe (4722) 
www.gfc-erie.org 

September 23    Reuben Ottenwalder 
will minister at Abundant Life 
Church of Erie, 2247 East 19th Street 
in Erie, PA             7 pm 
There will be no church at Grace that 
night as we are going to hear Reuben. 
 

October 2          FastFriday    7:30 pm 
in Grace Fellowship’s fellowship hall 
 

October 3          excursion to Port 
Farms     We are planning a hot dog 
roast and campfire from 3:30 to 6:30 
pm.   Maps will be available.         
 

October 2          FastFriday at 7:30 
pm        in the GFIC fellowship hall 
 

October 3          Port Farms Pumpkin 
Farm excursion and hot dog roast    
3:30 to 6:30 pm       pay on your own 
 

October 25        Our team goes to the 
Erie City Mission to minister at 10 am.  
See Holly Bowers if you wish to help. 
 

October 31        Chuck E. Cheese   
alternative to Halloween      6:30 pm  
pay on your own 
 

November 1      wedding of Lillian 
Straker and Walter Beatty during our 
10 am celebration 
Pot blessing dinner will follow our  
celebration immediately. 

“This is a time 
when God asks    

ordinary men to do 
extraordinary 

things.” 
(from the movie “Band of Brothers”) 

FastFriday is on the first Friday of 
every month and led by Pastors Matt 
and Belinda Bowers.  In October, it 
will be at 7:30 pm on Friday, October 
2nd.  You may begin fasting with 
lunch that Friday and then meet in 
GFIC’s fellowship hall where first we 
learn from David Barton’s “Heritage        
Series”.  Then we join together for  
corporate prayer and/or prayer at     
specific prayer stations.  The stations 
are for government, abortion issues, 
schools, etc.  Our country needs your 
prayers desperately.  Join us!    

The November 1st Pot Blessing    
Dinner will be the wedding reception 
for Lillian Straker and Walter 
Beatty., who are being married during 
the service that morning.  The meal will 
be very special for you very special 
people.  Please bring a covered dish 
(with food in it, as Apostle John says.) 
Everyone at Grace is invited along 
with some outside guests of Lillian and  
Walter.  Please come and bless the 
bride and groom.  The meal will imme-
diately follow our 10 am celebration of 
Jesus.  We are so excited! 
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NOVEMBER POT      
BLESSING DINNER and 
WEDDING RECEPTION 
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Good, old-fashioned family fun is avail-
able at Port Farms near Waterford 
with giant slides, a giant corn box 
(instead of a sandbox), giant slingshots 
to sling small pumpkins, giant tricycle 
races, and hayrides.  
We will have a fire for hot dogs and 
warmth from 3:30 to 6:30 pm.  Come as 
early as 11 am and stay late. 
Grace will furnish hot dogs, buns,     
service, condiments and drinks.  Please 
bring a snack to share.  For more info 
check: www.portfarm.com . 


